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[Abstract] With the development of “smart earth” and “smart city” as well as the improvement of human technology and

their understanding of nature, traditional maps characterized by space information showing, simple data storage and

management cannot meet our space cognition demand. Instead, mapscharacterized by extensiveness, timeliness and

convenience, especially intelligence and humanization are urgently need. Meanwhile it is important to note that the third

information revolution accompanied by the development of a number of technology such as “internet of things” , “cloud

computing” and so on, provide the possibility for it. Therefore, to satisfy the requirement, a new concept of “intelligent map”

was put forward in this paper based on a critical review on research of “map” with regard to relevant concept and methods.

This newly concept would provide new integrate analyzing framework for cartography. Nevertheless, it is just a primary

concept and framework “intelligent map” , in—depth analysis and case studies are badly needed in near future to perfect and

verify the conceived theory
system.

[Key words] space information; smarter map; cloud computing
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